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NATURE OF THE  SHOCK,

In the meizoseismal band, preliminary tremor and
rumbling sound were alike absent. So sudden,
indeed, was the onset of the earthquake, that the
survivors generally found themselves beneath the
ruins of their houses before they were conscious
of any shock. The destruction, practically instan-
taneous, was wrought by four or five vertical blows,
so powerful that, according to some observers, Casa-
micciola seemed to jump into the air. Then followed
undulations, not noticed by all, that appeared to come
from every direction. The shock lasted altogether
fifteen seconds or more,1 and was accompanied by a
rumbling noise, in the midst of which were detona-
tions as of thunder or of great blows given upon an
empty barrel.

In the immediate neighbourhood ot the meizo-
seismal area, at Perrone, Pennella, and Lower Lacco,r
the subsultory movement was still the more promi-
nent; but, farther away, as at Panza, Testacchio,
Barano, Ischia, and Bagno, the subsultory motion
was followed by distinctly horizontal undulations,
while outside the island of Ischia only slow undula-
tory movements were perceptible.

LANDSLIPS.

The dotted areas in Fig. 16 indicate the sites of the
only landslips of importance that were precipitated
by the earthquake of 1883. Two of these occurred

1 Professor de Rossi estimated the mean duration as not much exceed-
ing ten seconds. Dr. Johnston-Lavis, on the other hand, considers the
general estimate of fifteen seconds as far too low. In one case, at
Casamicciola, he ranks it as high as thirty-one seconds.